Resin injection studies of the lumbar extradural space.
Two resin injection studies of the lumbar extradural space were performed to elucidate its size and shape. To counteract the lack of cerebrospinal fluid pressure in the cadaver, the subarachnoid space was filled with water. In group 1, the extradural injection of resin caused an immediate increase in subarachnoid pressure. The casts produced varied in thickness, but were situated predominantly in the dorsomedial and dorsolateral regions of the spinal canal. Thin anterior spread occurred in 40% of cases. In group 2, resin was injected to the subarachnoid space before the extradural injection of dyed resin. The resulting extradural casts were thinner than in group 1, but the distribution of resin was similar. The problems of interpreting resin casts are discussed in relation to the results obtained, with reasons for suggesting that the extradural space is only potential.